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Police:  
Ireland’s police force is called ‘An Garda Síochána’.                                                   
If you need Garda assistance, the nearest station to the Henry Street shopping area is 
Store Street (01- 6668000).  
The nearest station to the Grafton Street shopping area is Pearse Street (01-6669000).  
'����	������������������ ��������'����� �D�"
� ���� ���
����5�#���665���5&�
 

In an emergency situation, dial 999 or 112  
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On Sunday, 25th May, 1952, Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy took the overnight ferry from Liverpool to 
Dublin. The next morning, a reporter from the Irish Daily Mail noted that they both had missed breakfast 
and didn't appear until noon. The venue was the Gresham, a large five star hotel on Europe's widest 
street, O'Connell Street. This street had witnessed many events in Ireland's history, and now here was 
another, the first visit of Laurel and Hardy to Ireland.  
The newspaper reported: “Stan Laurel was first on the scene, looking every inch like that silly 
little man who was guaranteed to get his partner into every conceivable mess. Then came 
Oliver Hardy, looking even larger in life than he does on the screen, and still sporting his tiny 
moustache.”  The party was quite tired, as they were exactly halfway through an eight-month tour of 
Britain and Ireland. It therefore must have come as a blessing that the opening night's performance had to 
be cancelled due to the fact that the scenery didn't make it over in time. 
Opening night began on Tuesday, 27th May and the Dublin Times reported: 
“What Laurel and Hardy have to say to each other doesn't matter. They merely have to appear 
on stage and the house rocks, shrieks and hoots with laughter. Much of the laughter came from 
children, but their parents were spellbound too.” 
The Irish Press of 28/05/52 noted : ”Mr O'Laurel and Mr O'Hardy were the latest distinguished 
visitors to Dublin. In private life they don't make you laugh ha-ha, but they do make you 
smile." 

Reporter Mac Alia was in their hotel room when the phone rang. It was somebody saying that he had 
been told to contact Laurel and Hardy and he got onto Stan. The context wasn't clear, but they were to 
get in touch with somebody. The somebody couldn't get in touch with them, because the somebody 
hadn't turned up. Chaos all around. "You should have hung up before he did," said Oliver sitting majesti-
cally in his chair. "I didn't know he hung up," said Stan. "I wasn't listening.".   
Mac Alia then asked them if they were going to meet anybody important while they were in Dublin. 
"Everybody is important to us" was the joint answer. Mrs Hardy went on to describe her husband as a 
great handyman around the house; just give him a paintbrush and he is happy. 
An Evening Herald reporter noted : “Personally I found them much more entertaining in per-
son than in celluloid. In two short scenes they managed to convey their genius for the trade 
that has kept them in the forefront for so long.” 
 

Their visit to Dublin also coincided with the British and Irish release of A toll K, known as      
Robinson Crusoeland. This was playing nightly in cinemas. Dublin, it seemed, was not only the 
Irish capital but also the Laurel and Hardy capital for those two weeks. 
 

Laurel and Hardy took the train to Belfast in time to open on 9th June. While in Belfast, Stan was 
taken ill and was laid up for a couple of weeks in the Musgrave Clinic. Oliver and Lucille Hardy 
returned to Dublin for a short holiday while Stan recovered. After a relaxing holiday the Hardy’s 
returned to Belfast and they continued with the tour. 
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On 9th September, 1953, Stan and Ollie arrived back on Irish soil , in 
Cobh, Co Cork. What happened next has become a part of Laurel and 
Hardy history as the 49 bells of  St Colman’s Cathedral rang out their 
signature tune, an event that Stan remembered in later years with great 
affection.  The party took the train to Dublin and they disembarked at 
Amiens Street station and then they continued on to Dun Laoghaire, 
where they were staying in the Royal Marine Hotel. This was an old hotel 
with amazing sea views. Recently renovated this is still Dun Laoghaire's 
premier hotel and the refurbished bar has a new name—”Hardy’s” , 
named after, of course, Babe. Hotel porter, Tony Drummond, remembers 
the amazing sight of Laurel and Hardy walking through the foyer and 
"two gentlemen" is how he describes them.  The Irish Times announced 
on 10th September: ‘US comedians will write show in Dublin.’ 
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The two comedians arrived in Dublin virtually unnoticed. On the previous night at the Royal 
Marine Hotel, a reporter found Stan Laurel and his wife at dinner. "Ollie is resting," said Stan, 
"We had a terrific heat wave in New York before we left and it was just too much for him." 
 
The reporter went on to say Stan and Oliver would rest until Monday morning, when they would 
be joined by a scriptwriter from London. For the following fortnight they would think up scripts 
for their show. "We are thinking of calling it Birds of a Feather but we may change that title," said 
Stan. "We will be appearing in Belfast but I do not know about Dublin yet,". 
Stan and Ollie rehearsed the new show in the Olympia Theatre , where they had appeared in the 
previous year during their first visit to Ireland. The scenery for the show was made in Belfast 
and was brought to Dublin for the rehearsals. Laurel and Hardy would have rehearsed in Eng-
land but for some labour restrictions - Oliver Hardy could not get a working visa for the United 
Kingdom until October but was fine in the Republic of  Ireland .  "From what I have seen of Dun 
Laoghaire," said Stan Laurel, "It seems to be a beautiful spot." The reporter noted that he had 
some trouble with the pronunciation!. 



Whilst staying in Dublin, Oliver Hardy took the 
opportunity of visiting one of Ireland's best tailors, 
Louis Copeland. He had a tweed suit made to his 
large specifications and whilst the fittings were 
taking place he and Stan were asked if their names 
could be used as part of an advertisement for the 
tailor. They agreed, but instead of taking a fee they 
agreed to a cheque being donated to a well known 
Dublin charity. A couple of days later they pre-
sented the cheque, in person, to Little Willie of the 
Little Willie Polio Fund. Louis Copeland is still 
Dublin's top Master Tailor and his son now runs the 
business. 
While all the rehearsals were taking place in the 
Olympia Theatre, a young barmaid who worked 
there got to see a lot of Laurel and Hardy. She remembers a lot of acts and performers, but fondly 
reminisces about Stan and Ollie and just how much of an impression they made on her. Today if 
you go into Maureen's Bar in the Olympia Theatre you will still find her there and she is famous 
for being Dublin's longest serving barmaid. Ask her about Stan and Ollie - she loves to talk. 
 
Just before Laurel and Hardy sailed to England, they performed Birds of a Feather for the first 
time in front of an audience. On Sunday, llth October, the Boys' generous nature saw them per-
forming in a charity show in the same Olympia Theatre. 
 
The Evening Herald said:  ‘It [Birds of a Feather] provides straight-forward knock-about fun 
and the two comedians worked with their usual earnestness and to the great delight of the 
audience.’ 
 
On Tuesday, 13th October, Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy sailed across the sea to England and away 
from Dublin for the last time. 
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