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you could almost have a wee bit of 
sympathy for Charlie. Their luck 
seems to turn when they find a wallet, 
but it belongs of course to a cop and 
things go from bad to worse. (Stan’s 
own ‘concertina’ wallet is a delight). 
At the end when Ollie believes Stan 
to be in danger he shows he is pre-
pared to risk his neck to save him. In 
its own way a profound and touching 
little film and with plenty of laughs – 
quintessential Laurel and Hardy (if 
you don’t know what that means then 
look it up in the dictionary like I did). 

3. Elvis ’68 Comeback Special. The 
present Mrs. O’Connor got me this 
for my birthday. Elvis had spent 
much of the ‘60s concentrating on his 
movies rather than his music. By 
1968 it had been more than seven 
years since he had appeared on stage 
in front of a live audience. The high-
light of this TV special was to be the 
Sit Down show (Elvis took cold feet 
at the last moment and had to be ca-
joled out on to the stage). He sits on a 
cramped stage surrounded by the 
audience. He wears a black leather 
suit and is accompanied by a handful 
of musicians. The music is stripped 
down to the basics – D.J. Fontana, his 
original drummer, uses drumsticks on 
a guitar case. A nervous Presley soon 
gets into the swing of things and his 
innate talent and feel for music comes 
to the fore in a quite remarkable per-
formance. Elvis was to follow-up this 
special with one of his best albums –‘ 
From Elvis in Memphis’ and for a 
short time it seemed all was again 
well in the world of Elvis Presley. 
Sadly, his own demons and the break 
up of his marriage brought about a 
swift decline - so much so that his 
final years of self-destruction can be 
seen as a slow suicide. The ’68 Spe-
cial is perhaps all the more valuable 
for that. It has been described as 

Following on from Stephen O’Crowley’s 
Desert Island DVDs (previous digest) here 
is a stab at my own favourites. 
 
1. Stephen picked ‘Sons of the Desert’ 

as his favourite L+H feature and there 
can be little argument with that 
choice. I will settle for the perhaps 
underrated ‘Blockheads’. Stan has 
been returned to America after a very 
extended period of guard duty in the 
WW1 trenches. The film offers one 
excellent set piece after another. We 
have Stan and Ollie in a wheelchair 
pantomime; Stan crashing Ollie’s car 
into the garage; a ‘fight’ with Jimmy 
Finlayson; the duel with the brat with 
the ball and an exploding kitchen. We 
also have a shrew of a wife – Ollie’s 
apartment number is clearly and de-
liberately shown to be 1313 - surely 
an in-joke regarding the real life 
marital difficulties of the duo. 
‘Blockheads’ also features a bluster-
ing Billy Gilbert and a risqué ending 
with men leaping from numerous 
windows at the sound of a cheated 
husband’s shotgun. Final ly, 
‘Blockheads’ should be on every-
one’s list of favourites if only for that 
classic quote from Stan, “You re-
member how dumb I used to be? Well 
I’m better now”. And so say all of us. 

2. ‘Below Zero’ is my choice for a L+H 
short. The Boys have hit truly hard 
times and their dire straits reflect the 
hardship of many following the Wall 
Street Crash of 1929. The film creates 
a mood capturing the feeling of a 
bitterly cold and bleak winter scene; 
even the sound seems deadened by 
the snow. Not very humorous you 
might think, but our heroes have a 
unique slant on earning a crust from 
busking. They set up stall outside a 
Deaf and Dumb institute and then 
attract the ire of Charlie Hall by sing-
ing ‘In the Good Old Summertime’ – 

watching a man revelling in doing 
what he was put on this earth to do. 
Mrs. O'Connor was never much of an 
Elvis fan until she watched this show. 
Unfortunately her newfound admira-
tion is based around the black leather 
suit; she doesn't even care if the 
sound is on. As such, as far as the 
O’Connor household is concerned, 
Elvis has left the building. 

4. Das Boot. 5 hours of watching a 
WW2 U-boat patrol in the original 
German with subtitles might not be 
everybody’s cup of tea, but this is one 
of the great war movies. “I like to sit 
in my bath, turn on the shower and 
pretend I’m in a submarine that’s 
been hit”.  –Steven Wright. 

5. The Wild Bunch. Sam Peckinpah’s 
1969 western has stirred much con-
troversy since its release. Set in 1913 
it is a graphically violent film depict-
ing the demise of a band of brutal 
outlaws. Like any great western it 
works on a number of levels and 
Peckinpah does not flinch from exam-
ining the violence in our human na-
tures. His anti-heroes are unques-
tionably bad men, but Peckinpah 
mourns the passing of the Old West 
as a technologically advanced but 
vicious new century unfolds. In one 
of the great western moments Wil-
liam Holden simply says to his 
‘Bunch’, “Lets go”. They look re-
lieved as they ‘tool up’ and the cam-
era follows them as they walk to-
wards their deaths and penance. 
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Jitterbugs Crossword — 
  some easy , some not! ACROSS  

 
4 THEIR ONLY COLOUR FEATURE (5,4) 
7 THEY WERE DANCING… (7 
8 STAN BUYS THIS IN TWICE TWO (8) 
10 THE THIN ONE! (4) 
11 OLLIE WORE ONE IN DUCK SOUP (7) 
12 THE HORSE INTHE MUSIC BOX (5) 
13 STANS 'RANK' IN MEN O' WAR (7)  
14 STANS WEDDING GIFT TO HIS PAL (6)   
15 MR KENNEDY (5) 
16 DINAH WAS A ....? (4) 
17 THE BOATS NAME IN TOWED IN A 
HOLE (4) 

 DOWN 
 
1 THE DEVILS .....(7) 
2 THE GOAT IN ANGORA LOVE (8) 
3 AND WHAT WILL YOU HAVE 
STANLEY? (4)  
5 WE ARE THE SONS OF THE..  (6) 
6 MOST REGULAR OF THE STOCK 
COMPANY (7,4) 
9 AKA ROBINSON CRUSOELAND (5,1) 
10 WHERE THE BOYS WORKED IN 
BUSY BODIES (7) 
11 SHE PLAYED OLLIES WIFE FOUR 
TIMES (3,5) 
12 PICK A ....(4) 

CLUES  

Laurel and Hardy—Back at the Olympia! 

Over fifty years ago, Laurel and Hardy graced the stage of the Olympia 
Theatre in Dublin. Indeed, this was the stage where they performed their 
famous ‘Birds of a Feather’ sketch for the very first time, before bringing 
the show to the Britain. Sadly the Boys are long gone, but thanks to the 
Dublin Theatre Festival you can get a chance to see Stan and Ollie, at that 
same venue, as they really were in the forthcoming play ‘Laurel and 
Hardy’. This play has gotten rave reviews in the U.K. from critics and fans 
alike and I know of several ‘Sons’ who have whole-heartily recommended 
it. The play has Stan and Ollie, from beyond the grave, reflecting on their 
lives, from humble beginnings to stardom and all of the joys and sadness 
that their fame brought them.   
Stan and Ollie are played by Barnaby Power and Steven McNicoll , but 
they also play a host of other characters that were part of the Boys lives. 
And of course , it wouldn’t be Laurel and Hardy without their famous rou-
tines, all set to music by the pianist Jon Beals. 
 
Ticket prices range from � 15 to  � 35 but the show has a short run, from 
30th September to 4th October 2005, so I would advise booking as soon as 
possible to avoid disappointment. For further details contact either the 
Olympia Theatre or the Dublin Theatre Festival @ (01)6778899.  
 
Look for a full review of the show in the next edition of our newsletter!! 

Stan and Ollie 
Aka Barnaby Power and Steven McNicoll 
 
Photograph copyright owned by Euan Myles 
Reprinted by kind permission 



Our next meeting will take place 
on Saturday September 17th 
2005 at 7pm sharp. 
 
 We meet once again in the 
Academy Hotel in Findlater 
Place, just off O’Connell St. in 
Dublin. For those who have not 
been there before, you go past 
the Gresham Hotel on your right 
and take the next right turn, into 
Cathal Brugha St. The hotel is 
on the left a little bit down.  

Next Jitterbugs Meeting  
17th September 2005 

Academy Hotel Dublin 

We will be showing films in 
both  pristine dvd format and on 
authentic 16mm projector— 
something for everyone!! We 
will also have our usual raffle. 
For further information please 
contact H.Q. 
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Don’t  forget the time—7 pm sharp!! 

Crossword Solution 


