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Hardly a day goes by without some-
thing funny being said in work or seen 
on TV. This always reminds me                         
of the best comedy�team of all time��������

LAUREL  AND  HARDY .�
STAN LAUREL . Born Arthur 
Stanley Jefferson on the 16th June 
1890 in Ulverston, England. 
Following stage appearances in Eng-
land as a comedian, Stan toured 
America with Fred Karno’s 
Company in 1910. The company 
broke up when Charlie Chaplin left to 
pursue a solo career. 
For the next five years Stan played 
vaudeville very successfully. Stan 
married four women. 
One of the women Virginia Ruth 
Rogers he married twice. He had two 
children from his 
first marriage to Lois Neilsen, a 
daughter Lois named after her mother 
and a son Robert. 
Unfortunately, Robert died nine days 
after birth in 1930. 
OLIVER HARDY. Born Norvell 
Hardy in Harlem, Georgia, USA. On 
18th January 1892. 
He ran away from home at the age of 
8 to become a singer in a travelling 
minstrel show. He returned home 
to Atlantic Conservatory to receive a 
short musical education . When he 
was 18 years old his mother moved 
the family to Georgia where Oliver 
opened his own cinema which he ran 
for three years. In 1913 he tried to 
break into films. In 1917 he briefly 
tried cabaret singing but soon returned 
to films. Ollie was married three 
times, but had no children. 
STAN AND OLLIE ,  teamed up as a 
double act in 1926 at the Hal Roach 
Studios. Between 1927 and 1940 
they made around ninety films, mostly 
shorts. Their best feature film was 
Way Out West, which featured 
the song The Trail Of The Lonesome 
Pine that, years after their deaths be-
came an international pop 
chart hit. In total they made 106 films. 
Ollie alone made over 150 films for 

other studios throughout 
his career. During WW2 the boys, as 
they were known by most directors, 
entertained the troops overseas with 
great success. During this time they 
shared accommodation with another 
famous comedian the legendary 
Groucho 
Marx . Stan and Ollie won an Oscar in 
1932 for a famous short film “ The Mu-
sic Box “, although  another 
film “ Tit For Tat “ was nominated in 
the same category. Hal Roach Studios 
kept Stan and Ollie on separate  
contracts.  In 1939 Stan did not renew 
his contract, instead waiting for Ollie to 
finish his. When they did join back  
with Hal Roach, he loaned the boys to 
another studio where the boys made “ 
The Flying Deuces “, another 
classic. 
In 1941 the boys agreed to do a 
film for 20th Century Fox.  Over 
the next four years they made six 
feature films 
for Fox studios and 2 films for 
MGM. The boys were not happy 
with these films though. 
They were not given artistic con-
trol, so they returned to Hal 
Roach. In 1950 they were ap-
proached by a European 
consortium to produce a film, 
during which Stan became ill and 
needed prostate surgery. He lost 
nearly 60 pounds 
in weight. Ollie too fell ill suffer-
ing a heart attack. When they recovered 
back in the USA, they were offered a  
second British tour, and in 1954 were 
offered a third, all of which were very 
successful. In 1955 they were con-
tracted 
with Hal Roach Junior to do some TV 
shows based on the Mother Goose Fa-
bles. Just before filming was to start 
Stan had a stroke, and as he slowly re-
covered Ollie had a massive heart at-
tack which left him paralysed. He died 
on 
August 7 1957. Stan on hearing the 
news had a deep nervous breakdown 

and according to his friends, never re-
covered. 
He pledged he would never work again 
and he never did. In 1960 Stan received 
an Oscar for his pioneering work 
in cinema comedy. Stan was constantly 
offered scripts, but declined them all, 
even ones from Jerry Lewis. 
Stan continued to personally answer all 
fan mail until he passed away of heart 
attack on 23rd February 1965. 
His eulogy was read by Dick Van 
Dyke. 
Some people say it’s the end of an era 
of great comedy. I say that as long as 
people keep watching their films, 
the memory of Mr Stan Laurel and Mr 
Oliver Hardy will NEVER die, at least 
in our hearts. 

5��	�'�������6��	�
�7�8�	�
#�� ����%�

������������������	������'
�&����	'�������' �	�����*����	��������%�	�����

������
�����
����	��,��
���

��	���
����'����+����7 �9�'���	���	����������������������������
��%������� �����������
����	
�������������������������.�����'� ���

&2��� ��!�3

���45������������ ���6.�

&0�
��
����".�

&0�

��
�����


���������
��!���
����

���
���
������

�!
�+�����������
���


�����


���������
��*.�

&0�
��������".�

&0�

�����!��+
����������!��������!��

!��
��5���
�������
��������6.�

��
���� ��������
��



Homer says “Doh” 

Homer Simpson’s famous regu-
lar exclamation “Doh” was 
inspired by James Finlayson. 
The voice actor of Homer, Dan 
Castellaneta, originally voiced 
the exclamation in the familiar 
drawn out Dooh that Finlayson 
did to perfection, however crea-
tor Matt Groening felt it would 
better suit the timing of anima-
tion if it were spoken faster, and 
so was born the lovable 
Homer’s “Doh”. 

The boys with the Beatles! 
Stan and Ollie appear on the famous 
Beatles album cover, Sgt Peppers Lonely 
Hearts Club Band  
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Tom Copperthwaite was 
recently ill and told none 
of us about it. All is now 
well and we send our best 
wishes to him for a speedy 
return to full health and 
laughter… 
Shame on you though for 
not telling any of us about 
it… We missed the 
chance to bring you some 
hard-boiled eggs and 
nuts! 
 
Congratulations to myself 
also...for making the deci-
sion to run the London 
Marathon again in April!! 
Remember I used to be 
dumb? Well I’m better now! 

Like Martin Luther King I too had a dream. The bank had recently told me that my hard saved SSIA was now maturing—I could 
see myself driving an open topped car on a road trip to the west of America with a final destination of L.A. There I would visit 
the Mecca for Laurel and Hardy fans— old town Culver city. Oh yes, soon I would be posing with a Christmas tree outside the 
Big Business house (in mid summer, of course)  or running up and down the Music Box steps. I would visit all the familiar land-
marks on what would be a trip of a lifetime. What could go wrong? Well,  Stan once said ’If I didn’t ask my wife , how would I 
know what she wanted me to do’, and so her indoors was consulted. After a brief ‘discussion’ my road trip holiday was moved 
from top priority to number 14 on a list of things comprised mainly of stuff we needed ‘done around the house’ (a new kitchen, 
upgrade car and garden decking were but 3 of the items that removed my trip from firm favourite to an also- ran). L.A. would 
have to wait for another year  - ’Twas ever thus!!!  
 
A more realistic (and far cheaper!) trip would be to Ulverston, birth place of Stan Laurel. The house where Stan was born still 
exists , adorned with a commemorative plaque and it’s owners are more than happy for photos to be take and to sign their guest 
book.  This market town also boasts a Laurel and Hardy Museum. The museum was set up by life-long fan Bill Cubin and is 
now run by his family. It contains  an amazing variety of memorabilia, believed to be among the 
largest in the world, including letters, photographs, personal items and furniture. A large extension 
opened in 1992 gives you ample room to browse. There is also a small cinema showing free films 
and documentaries all day. 
 
You could also take a trip to nearby Keswick which hosts the ‘Cars to the Stars Museum’, includ-
ing cars from James Bond, A-Team , Chitty Chitty Bang Bang and a 1923 Model T Ford (along 
with 2 life sized model of Stan and Ollie!). 
 
All in all this is a great sounding trip that is my definite to-do list (nestled between new carpets and 
getting the house painted.) 
 
And as for L.A.? Well yours truly turns 40 in 2009 so the hints are starting now!!! 
 

House where Stan was born 
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tion I smiled shyly and instructed 
Ellen to wave. The buzz continued to 
the end of the ride and then the admir-
ers hurried off. My wife then in-
formed me that local boy and TV star 
James Nesbitt had been behind me on 
the ride and that the crowd was now 
chasing him through the building. A 
little deflated, my self-image was 
not improved by the ride operator 
who stuck in his tuppence worth by 
stating that he only gave me 3 out of 
10 for horseman ship. 
A short time later there was  more 
commotion as we strolled along the 
promenade. A family of ‘Westies’** 
scurried by us almost beside them-
selves with excitement. They were 
the usual shell suited adults and ju-
veniles pushing numerous offspring 
in buggies. There was much smok-
ing, cursing and spitting – this was 
just the children. I overheard the 
following in their charming dialect: ‘ 
Our Shania says Jimmy Nesbitt off 
the telly has just gan inta the Har-
bour Bar – let’s fally him!’ And off 
they went disappearing into the bar 
in a cloud of smoke. I had a little 

 When Stan and Ollie arrived 
on their first British Tour they were 
astonished by the reception they re-
ceived. An army of fans met them at 
the quayside and they attracted near 
out of control crowds throughout the 
trip. Such was the level of attention 
that what was supposed to be a bit of a 
vacation turned out to be hard work. 
As Glenn Mitchell records: Stan had 
seen a fraction of those he had in-
tended visiting, and had found no time 
for fishing; Babe managed only a little 
golf. This first tour made them aware 
both of their status and the perils it 
can bring. 
A couple of years ago I was witness to 
an amusing example of the downside 
of stardom. At Barry’s amusement 
arcade on the north coast my daughter 
Ellen wanted a go on the Merry-Go-
Round. We duly hopped on a pony 
and the Merry-Go-Round did its stuff. 
As we circled I noticed a growing 
crowd of females. There was much 
excitement with shouts of ‘It’s him 
isn’t it?’ Camcorders and mobile 
phones began to appear from every-
where. Not used to this sort of atten-

smile to myself –fame eh? 
 
** Westies – term for some of the deni-
zens of West Belfast.�
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