
of things, give us a call. We can 
fit you in for any of the meals 
and entertainment on any 
night! 
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“A lot of weather we’ve been 
having lately!” 

Oliver Hardy’s words from 
“Way Out West” seem very apt 
for our summer months. 

But don’t let the rain and wind 
get you down. Put a Laurel and 
Hardy film on the DVD or 
video and it’s 
like………………. sunny as it 
can be! 

It’s been a while since the last 
newsletter and it’s all the Con-
vention business that has been 
keeping us busy. Now, as we 
near the date, it’s even madder 
than ever at HQ. 

We promise to follow up this 
edition with a bumper one and 
a couple more before Christ-
mas……..yes, it’s that C word! 

Speaking of the convention, it’s 
very close now and everything 
is slotting nicely into place. 

Thanks to all who offered help 
and thanks to those who will be 
supporting us on some of the 
nights. If you fancy a good 
night out and want to be a part 

ter a Laurel and Hardy 
film. Each 'tent' holds 
meetings at regular inter-
vals, some have monthly 
get-together's while others 
have 2 meetings a year. At 
every meeting films are 
shown, quiz's take place, 
members raise a glass and 
'toast' Stan, Babe, Fin, 
Charlie Hall and Mae 
Busch and members sing 
the Sons of the Desert an-
them. Some tents even sell 
memorabilia, including 
autographs, tee-shirts, film 
stills etc. There are well 
over a hundred tents 
worldwide!   

In 1933 Laurel and Hardy 
made a film called 'The 

Sons of the Desert' in which 
they sneak off to a conven-
tion and pledge there loyal-
ties to the national lodge of 

The Sons of the Desert.  
60 years on, thousands of 
Laurel and Hardy fans 
from all over the world 
celebrate the lives, and 
work of Stan and 'Babe'.  
The Sons of The Desert ' -
The Laurel and Hardy Ap-
preciation Society was 
originally founded in 1965 
by John McCabe [ Author 
of various books on the 
comedy duo - see books 

page for listing ],Al 
Kilgore, Chuck McCann, 
Orson Bean and John Mu-
nicino. The first meeting 
took place on the 14th May 
1965 at the 'Three Lions' 
pub in New York city.  
The Sons of the Desert was 
fully backed by Stan Lau-
rel, who contributed to the 
constitution , which sets out 
the guidelines of the soci-
ety.  
As the membership grew, 
different cities started their 
own branch of the appre-
ciation society, each branch 
or ' tent ' as it is commonly 
known, takes it's name af-
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Habeas Corpus 

Stan: "Don't you think the profes-
sor is a trifle cuckoo ?" 
Ollie: "He is as sound mentally as 
you or I." 
 

Blotto 

Stan: "We drank your liqueur." 
Mrs Laurel: "That wasn't liqueur, it 
was cold tea." 
 

Brats 

Stan: "You can lead a horse to 
water, but a pencil must be lead." 
 

Below Zero 

Woman: "About how much money 
do you boys average a street ?" 
Ollie: "I would say about fifty cents 
a street." 
Woman: "There's a dollar. Move 
down a couple of streets." 
 
Ollie: "Bring me a parfait." 
Stan: "Put one on my steak too." 
 

Another Fine Mess 

Ollie: "Call me a cab." 
Stan: "You're a cab." 

 

Beau Hunks 

Ollie: "Didn't I just tell you I was 
going to be married ?" 
Stan: "Who to ?" 
Ollie: "Why a woman of course. 
Did you ever hear of anybody 
marrying a man ?" 
Stan: "Sure." 
Ollie: "Who ?" 
Stan: "My sister." 
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Are you sure that you don’t want to come to the convention?  
This is the opening act and they are not to be missed! 

Stan, Ollie, Charlie Chase and James Finlayson. “Call of the Cuckoos” 
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Stan’s wardrobe trunk recently made 
another trip to Europe  
The photo was taken in the office of 
a publishing company in Amster-
dam, De Harmonie“ (english lan-
guage website). ‘De Harmonie’ spe-
cializes in literature, poetry, comics 
and childrens’ books. The owner, 
Mr. Jaco Groot, is an admirer of the 
films of The Boys and is now the 
proud owner of the trunk that was 
used by Stan on his British tours. 
The item was auctioned off at 

Christie’s in New York in May (see 
our earlier posting).  
The Queen Mary’s label mentions 
Southampton as port of arrival and 
the date is January 23rd 1952. Stan’s 
handwriting is clearly discernible.  
Blotto Online learns from an impec-
cable source that Mr. Groot plans to 
use the trunk as a filing cabinet. Mr. 
Groot certainly has important docu-
ments to file because he is the pub-
lisher of the Harry Potter books in 
Dutch translation.  

The Royal Marine Hotel in Dun 
Laoghaire, Co. Dublin has recently 
reopened after an extensive refur-
bishment.  
You may know that Stan & Ollie 
stayed there in 1953 whilst in Ireland 
rehearsing "Birds of a Feather".  
A newspaper report at the time 
noted that the Boys loved Dun 
Laoghaire and its sea views, even if 
"Mr. Laurel had some trouble with 
the pronunciation!"  
Present day and the national radio 
station aired an interview with the 

new manager of the hotel in which 
she recounted all the various famous 
people who had stayed there. Of 
course Laurel and Hardy were men-
tioned and then a great surprise. 
She announced that the new hotel 
bar is going to be called "The Hardy 
Bar", after none other than our own 
Oliver Hardy...!  
 
I haven't managed to get there yet 
but it's on my list. I'll let you know if I 
think Babe would have approved.  
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1937 saw the release of Laurel and 
Hardy's comedy western 'Way Out West 
', [ Stan and Olly have to deliver a deed 
to a gold mine to Mary Roberts, but they 
end up giving it to the wrong person and 
have to get it back ]During the film there 
was 2 musical moments, the first, when 
the boys are outside the saloon, is per-
formed by the Avalon boys singing 'at 
the ball that's all '. The Avalon boys 
were Walter Trask, Don Brookins, Art 
Green and a young Chill Wills [ who 
later became famous as playing the cow-
boy in many films ].As the quartet are 
singing Stan & Olly do a little dance 
routine.  
Once inside the saloon and after the 

deed to the gold mine is handed over the 
best musical part of the film hap-
pens.The song 'The trail of the Lone-
some Pine ' begins, Ollie begins singing, 
Stan joins in but sings in a deep voice so 
Ollie borrows a wooden mallet from the 
bartender and hits him over the head, 
thus Stan's voice changes from very 
deep to really high. Stan's deep voice 
was sung by Chill Wills and the high 
voice was by Rosina Lawrence, who as 
most of us know...was playing “Mary 
Roberts”! 
Chill Wills (right) was also later to have 
a speaking part only...in the highly suc-
cessful “Francis, The Talking Mule” 
movies, as the voice of the mule ! 
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Ok ..Ok ..I hold my hands up. I took this photo 
from the internet and for those of you who 

haven’t actually realised…….if you click the 
picture you won’t get a larger image or a 

close up of the label.!!! 

The boys take writing paper into the Royal Marine 
Hotel….Sept 1953, for the purposes of writing the 

sketch …”Birds of a Feather” 



STAN LAUREL LEADS THE WAY ON SMOKING BAN ..STEPHEN O’CROWLEY 

sonal tribute to Stan Laurel  The new edition of the Perry 
Winkle, the Saps At Sea Tent of 
Southend, UK, features an article 
about Peter Sellers. In particular 
it links up the influence that Lau-
rel and Hardy had on the British 
Comedian on his career path from 
radio as one of The Goons and 
then into a successful Interna-
tional film career. At one time 
Peter Sellers recorded a sound 
track with fellow comedian Gra-
ham Stark, for several of the si-
lent Laurel and Hardy films. He 
had so much admiration for Stan 
Laurel, that when he was in 

America, like many other con-
temporary comedians, he visited 
Stan at the Oceana Hotel.  
Seller’s penultimate film was Be-
ing There released in 1979 in 
which he played the role of 
Chance, the simple, loyal gar-
dener. Peter Sellers admitted that 
he based his interpretation for the 
part on the film character of Stan 
Laurel. It was a memorable role 
and one for which he was nomi-
nated for an Oscar as Best Actor. 
Although he did not win, this was 
a delightful film and in many 
ways, remains Peter Sellers per-

cial no-smoking room at the 
pub. 
 
No strangers to the pub trade, 
the Dewars previously ran the 
Kendal Arms in Kendal.  
The couple also plan to make 
the most of the pub’s connec-
tion with its namesake, and 
have started buying Laurel 
and Hardy memorabilia to put 
on display. The Stan Laurel 
was called The Britannia until 
its name was changed in the 

(Taken from North-West Evening Mail 
08/06/2007) 

THE new licensees of an Ul-
verston pub are laying claim to 
being the first in the town to 
become non- smoking. 
Husband and wife team Paul 
and Trudi Dewar took over at 
the Stan Laurel Inn in April. 
After completely redecorating 
the popular pub in The Ellers, 
they decided to bring in the no 
smoking ban straight away 
rather than wait for the new 
law to come into force on July 
1. 
Now, a notice outside the pub 
tells customers the Stan Lau-
rel Inn is the first non-smoking 
pub in Ulverston. 
Mr Dewar said: “When we 
took over we redecorated eve-
rywhere and repainted the 
walls and ceilings. 

“We knew the smoking ban 
was coming up so we just de-
cided not to have smoking in 
the pub straight away.” 
He said the ban had been wel-
comed, even by most smok-
ers. 
Mr Dewar said: “We’ve proba-
bly only had two people who 
have stomped off.  
“But even the smokers who go 
outside for a smoke say it’s 
nice to come into a cleaner 
atmosphere. So even they ap-
preciate it — and there’s been 
plenty of comments about 
clothes not smelling of smoke 
any more.”  
It’s not the first time the Stan 
Laurel Inn has been at the 
forefront of the anti-smoking 
campaign. 
Around 10 years ago a previ-
ous landlord introduced a spe-
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The great man him-
self……….along with Peter 

Sellers of course! 

Fancy a pint? 
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By 1926, it was clear that the Model T 
was failing. In spite of cosmetic up-
grades and numerous price cuts, the 
Model T could no longer compete 
with other automakers, in particular 
Chevrolet. Public tastes were chang-
ing. A more affluent buying public 
looked for style, speed and comfort 

over utility. The car that "first put us 
on wheels" had overstayed its wel-
come.  
The Model T was offered in many 
different models throughout its his-
tory. All of these body styles were 
built with the same engine and essen-
tially the same chassis: the Model T 
roadster, coupe, coupelet, runabout, 
roadster torpedo, town car, touring, 
and the fordor and tudor sedans. 

It has never been proven that Henry 
Ford ever said, "You can paint it any 
colour...as long as it’s black," but the 
phrase has survived for 3/4 of a cen-
tury and does indicate something 
about America's beloved Model T: its 
"steadfastness," its enduring and en-
dearing "sameness." 
 
Laurel and Hardy used mainly 
Model T Ford's in their films.Films 
such as 'Perfect Day ', ' Hog Wild ' , 
'Towed in a hole ' and 'Big Business ' , 
their car usually came out ready for 
the scrap heap! From James Finlay-
son's single handed destruction of their 
Christmas tree carrying car in ' Big 
Business' to their crash into a tram in 
'County Hospital '  
One car that survived the onslaught is 
now on show at The Cars of The Stars 
Motor Museum in Keswick, it origi-
nally belonged to Pacific Auto Rentals 
in California, and was rented to the 
Hal Roach Studios.  
The first Model T Ford to come out of 
production in 1908, it was the first 
mass produced car of it's time. Over 
15 million cars were produced in 19 
years. It had the nickname of the 'Tin 
Lizzie. ' The 1908 model T Ford cost 
$1000, in 1927 the cost was only $300 
due to the increased numbers available 
thanks to the workforce turning a 
Model T out every 93 minutes!  

To see more pictures of Laurel and 
Hardy with the Model T Ford click 
here  
The first production Model T Ford 
was assembled at the Piquette Avenue 
Plant in Detroit on October 1, 1908. 
Over the next 19 years, Ford would 
build 15,000,000 automobiles with the 
Model "T" engine, the 
longest run of any 
single model apart 
from the Volkswagen 
Beetle. From 1908-
1927, the Model T 
would endure with 
little change in its de-
sign. Henry Ford had 
succeeded in his quest 
to build a car for the 
masses.With the de-
velopment of the 
sturdy, low-priced 
Model T in 1908, 
Henry Ford made his 
company the biggest 
in the industry.  
By 1914, the moving assembly line 
enabled Ford to produce far more cars 
than any other company. The Model T 
and mass production made Ford an 
international celebrity. By 1914, the 
Model T was selling so well, Ford saw 
little reason to spend much on adver-
tising. The company dropped most of 
its ads in national magazines that year, 
and in 1917, halted paid advertising 
altogether. Ford did not buy anymore 
ad space for the Model T until 1923.  
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“Putting Pants on Philip”……..1927 
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“Putting Pants on Philip” 
 

The first real L&H film? 

Surprise Surprise…….. 
It’s one of the Boy’s Model T’s and it’s intact…. 

But for how long? 



County Hospital 

Stan: "I've brought you some hard boiled eggs and some 
nuts." 
Ollie: "Now you know I can't eat hard boiled eggs and nuts. 
If you wanted to bring me something, why didn't you bring 
me a box of candy ?" 
Stan: "They cost too much." 
Ollie: "What's that got to do with it ?" 
Stan: "You didn't pay me for the last box I brought you." 
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was at this stage trying to explain the 
coin trick to her mother whilst pocketing 
the more valuable coins for herself. I 
heard the English mother say,” I think 
they are Irish dear”. 
It was time for the big guns to come out. 
I swept the remaining coins off the table 
and whispered to Ellen if she remem-
bered Stan’s sliding thumb trick. “From 
Laurel and Hardy, Dad?” “Yes dear”. 
She deftly arranged her digits and did 
the magic ‘sliding thumb’. The English 
boys stopped discussing philosophy for 
a moment and looked towards us - in-
trigued despite themselves. Their Dad 
produced what looked suspiciously like 
a backgammon set, but it was too late. 
As Ellen continued with the ‘sliding 
thumb’ I linked my own hands and dis-
played a magnificent ‘finger waggle’. 
By now the boys were staring and logic 
was out the window – game, set and 
match to the O’Connors, and, of 
course ,a certain Mr Laurel and Mr 
Hardy. I knew it would come in useful 
sometime… 
 

The O’Connor family has recently re-
turned from a trip to the Yorkshire Dales 
– my wife thinks it is nice to still find 
some place I haven’t been barred 
from…On our final evening we booked 
a meal at a nice restaurant. As we settled 
in an English family took up their seats 
at a neighbouring table, and we all nod-
ded politely and went about our busi-
ness. 
Daughter Ellen asked 
for some crayons in or-
der to colour in the chil-
dren’s menu. I found the 
crayon box and we 
watched proudly as she 
coloured in quite neatly 
making particular use of 
red and orange. At this 
the English father pro-
duced a pack of cards 
and told his two young 
sons they had time for a 
quick hand of bridge. He 
and his wife beamed 
contentedly as the boys 
displayed their mastery 
of the game. I packed up 
the crayons and got 

Ellen to show us her brilliance at a coin 
trick I once picked up from a Cree In-
dian in a Canadian bar. The English 
family put the cards away and out came 
a travel chess set. They  discussed each 
of their moves and at one stage the fa-
ther said loudly enough for all to hear, 
“And what Charles was the logic behind 
that move?” Young Charles explained 
his logic and was warmly praised. Ellen 
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“Midnight Patrol”... Steve O’Connor 
 
‘When the Constable arrived at the house,’ Detective Inspector 
Bernie Hollewand told a press conference in Auckland, ‘he found a 
heated domestic dispute taking place between a husband, his wife, 
and their teenage son. After remonstrations with the couple proved 
futile he decided to use his Taser weapon to disable the man. But 
unfortunately these electronic stun guns are still in the trial stages 
among frontline police in Auckland and Wellington. They’re a little 
wobbly, and we occasionally experience problems with them. 
‘His first 50,000 volt shot from the Taser missed the husband and hit 
the cat, killing it outright. The second hit the teenage son, knocking 
him to the ground. A further shot also missed the target, and when 
the Constable tried to remove the Taser’s spent cartridges he forgot 
to wait for the five-second discharge cycle to complete, and inadver-
tently blasted himself with another 50,000 volts. When he had recov-
ered and reloaded, he fired two further shots, both of which hit the 
ceiling. At this point he abandoned the Taser, and took out his pep-
per spray in another attempt to disable the husband. Unfortunately, 
this too missed its target, and instead disabled the couple’s twenty-
one-year-old daughter who had just entered the room. Luckily, at this 
point the husband decided to give himself up, and an arrest was 
made’. 
“Otago Daily Times” 
 
‘Aren’t you going to hang him?’ – S. Laurel 

Published by the Jitterbugs Tent 
Ireland..Oasis#220 
17 The Crescent, Woodpark, Ballinteer, Dublin 16 
01 2961235….        jitterbugs@eircom.net 

Photos copyright CCA,, North West Evening Mail 
Newspapers, Royal Marine Hotel, Blotto Online and 
Bowler Desert. 
Articles….Liam Muldowney, Stephen O’Crowley, Steve 
O’Connor 


 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �%& � � � � ' � � � � � � � � � � � � �
( � � � � � � ) � * � � 	 � �+ 
 
 � �# � � � � � � � 
 � # � � � � �

We are the Sons of the Desert…. 
Having the time of our lives…! 

'Neither Mr Laurel nor Mr Hardy 
had any thoughts of wrong doing - 
As a matter of fact, they had no 
thoughts of any kind -' 
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“Fra Diavolo” 
The one where Stan shows us how to do the finger wiggle! 


